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Cover PicrurE: The desire of St. 
Francis to experience the joys of 
the Christmas at Bethlehem should 
be ours too when we kneel before 
the crib. St. Francis sends out an 
invitation to us as he did to the 
country folk of Greccio in 1223: 
“If you wish us to celebrate the 
Lord at 


hurry on ahead and prepare ex- 


festival of our Greccio 
actly what I am telling you. For I 
want to observe the memory of 
that Child who was born at Beth- 
lehem, and in some way see before 
my bodily eyes the discomforts of 
his baby needs, how he was laid 
in the manger, and how, with the 
ox and the ass standing by, he was 
placed there on the hay.” And that 
desire of St. Francis created an 
event that has been duplicated 
down the ages. Pax et Bonum! 
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Highlights of Commissarves’ Meeting 


HINSDALE, ILLINOIS 
SEPTEMBER 26-29th 


Bringing our Federal Third Order Constitution in line with the Third Order 
General Constitution. 

It was suggested that all the Executive Board Officers and Reverend 
Commissaries study the matter and then send their suggestions to the 
Central Office of the Third Order by December 25th. The Executive 
Board will go over these suggestions and present the findings to the 
annual meeting next year. 

Regional Meetings of Reverend Commissaries 

It was the unanimous vote of those present that sometime within each 
year the Reverend Commissaries convene on a regional basis. There 
are to be three regional meetings of this nature, in the east, in the 
midwest and the far west. The places and dates selected this year are 
Garrison, New York about December 2nd, Chicago about December 
9th, and Portland, Oregon about December 16th. The host Reverend 
Commissary is to be chairman. The following business was tentatively 
proposed: Regional Third Order Director Institutes, Officers’ Train- 
ing Schools, Annual Reunions at the local cathedrals, regional Hour 


of St. Francis promotion. 


Various Third Order Institutes 
The following three points regarding Third Order Directors and Offi- 
cers’ Institutes were agreed upon:— 
a) It was a majority decision that no federated province directors’ 
institute be held. 
b) It was a majority decision that a federated tertiary leadership 
institute be arranged for next summer, 
c) It was the unanimous decision that regional directors’ institutes be 
conducted throughout the year. 
Uniform Tertiary Programs 
It was unanimously agreed that, assuming our tertiary congress of the 
federated provinces will be on a triennial basis, it be recommended to 
all the provinces that they develop their own three year program or 
use the federal program of the proposed triennial congress, and that 
provincial conventions or regional meetings be scheduled in the first 
or second year after the federal congress. 
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Uniform Tertiary Fraternity Elections 
It was likewise unanimously agreed that it be recommended to the 
provinces that beginning in the fall of the year 1964 and thereafter 
every three years, the elections of all fraternity officers take place. — 
Tertiary Seminarians and Priests : 
The following points regarding tertiary seminarians and priests were 
approved :— : 
a) that every effort be made to establish fraternities for priests and, 
if at all possible, a diocesan priest should be appointed the 
director; 


b) that communication among the tertiary priests be maintained by _ 


a fraternity bulletin and through a quarterly bulletin issued by 
the Central Office and mailed by the respective Commissaries; 


c) that the names and address of isolated priest tertiaries be kept 


in the respective commissary’s office; 


d) that isolated seminarian tertiaries also be serviced by the same — 


federal bulletin; 
e) that the leaflet issued by the St. Paul, Minnesota seminary fra- 


ternity be republished by the Central Office, together with the — 


privileges for tertiary priests, and that a copy of this, together — 


with a copy of the Third Order General Constitution be made 
available for all tertiary priests. 
Document of Provincial Aggregation to the Third Order Federal Organization 
It was unanimously resolved that a committee be appointed to draft a 


document of provincial aggregation to the federated tertiary organi- — 


zation and that this be done in such a way as to allow the assembly 


next year to make a choice as to the more proper wording. The com- | 
mittee appointed consists of: Father Adolph Bernholz, O.F.M., Cony., . 


Father Sigmund Hafemann, O.F.M. Cap., and Father Philip Marquard, 
O.F.M. 


Uniform Document of Fraternity Erection 


The majority of the assembly voted against a uniform document of © 


fraternity erection for all the provinces, and at the same time cautioned 


all commissaries to be certain that their respective document was in | 


accord with all the requirements of Canon Law. 

The Request of the Serra Academy to Affiliate with the Federated Tertiary 
Organization 

It was the vote of the majority that a document of agreement between 


the Serra Academy and the Federated Tertiary Organization be drawn | 
up and that copies of this, together with background material on the | 
Serra Academy, be mailed to all the Reverend Commissaries. Two | 
months after the reception of this material, the Reverend Commis- | 


saries are requested to send their opinions to the Central Office. 
Papal Volunteers for the Missions 

It was the unanimous agreement that the Editor of the “Franciscan 
Herald and Forum” be requested to carry an article in our official 


magazine on this lay apostolate for the information of our tertiaries, . 
and that a leaflet also be prepared explaining this lay apostolate, to- . 
gether with the requirements necessary for participation in it, the loca- 
tions of all centers of this apostolate and the reasons why a tertiary is | 


equipped to participate in it. 

Adequacy of Per Capita Offering 

It was the opinion of the majority that the present per capita offering 

is adequate if all the provinces cooperate. This opinion was based on 
(See page 381) 
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ApplyingChristianity in the Spirit of St Frané 


Franciscan Cltstmas 


C HRISTMAS FOR A Franciscan means not only Bethlehem but Gree- 
cio as well. St. Francis’ first Christmas crib at Greccio, high up in 
a mountain cave a little northwest of Rieti, Italy, has been an inspira- 
tion through seven centuries. Each year pictures of that event appear 
in show windows, on calendars and greeting cards: St. Francis at 
the cave of Greccio, surrounded by country folk, adoring the Infant 
Savior. 

I had the happiness of standing in that blessed cave in September 
of this year. It was easy to reconstruct the scene of that Christmas 
night in the year 1223. There was the joy of St. Francis and the 
innocence and sincerity of the peasant adorers. 

And that is the way we want to feel at Christmas time: happy as 
St. Francis’ larks of Umbria, bursting forth with the song and the 
laughter of innocent but sincere hearts! Christ is born! God has 
become man! God smiles at us as a little Babe in the manger. There 
is no scowling cloud of wrath on our God. There is happiness and 
there is goodness—and forgiveness. 

So the bells of Greccio ring out! The Angelus bell, familiar to us, 
keeps ringing through the year to tell the glad tidings: “And the Word 
was made flesh and dwelt among us.” 

Let our Christmas wish be that the Greccio bell ring in our hearts 
each time the Angelus rings during the year, to remind us of this 
scene and to put in our heart the contentment and the joy of St. 
Francis: his Pax et Bonum—Peace and Happiness! 

Let us kneel with Francis at the Crib as the first members of the 
Order knelt with him and in our hearts renew the childhood fervor 
of our love for the Christ Child and to be happy for the new life he 
came to give us. This is the GIFT and the JOY of CHRIST Mass. 
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European Impressions 


aes IMPRESSIONS about a trip 
to Europe is not really “impression- 
ism.” We are all only too keenly 
aware how often “first impressions” 
must be revised, and how often we 
have had to change our minds about 
a book after we have looked beyond 
the book’s cover. 

But on so short a trip as a month 
through Germany, Italy, France, Eng- 
land and Ireland, it is still very diffi- 
cult to summarize and to generalize 
about Catholic life in Europe even 
after one impression has been counter- 
balanced by another and the dizzying 
swirl of information begins to settle 
out into a pattern that begins to make 
sense. 

One distinct impression can rate, I 
believe, the status of an observation, 
both valid and objective: Catholic life 
in Europe has suffered a severe blow 
by the economic and material progress 
that has boomed the European econ- 
omy during the past ten years, and 
especially in the last four years. ‘This 
is not necessarily because people are 
becoming more prosperous. It is be- 
cause people are becoming uprooted. 
And what before was to them the only 
“way of life” changes swiftly into a 
momentum and pace for which they 
are not prepared. So foreign is it to 
what they have become accustomed 
that they are left at sea—bewildered 
islands in a sea of progress. 
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—Mark HEcENER O.F.M. 


The Area Mission 

In Germany we spent four days in 
almost constant conference with Fr. 
Dietmar Westemeyer O.F.M., director 
of the newly developed area missions 
for the diocese of Paderborn in the’ 
Ruhr Gebiet. He began, years back, 
probing the post-war German mental- 
ity to prepare his young priests in 
pastorals and homiletics and to help 
the home mission preachers find the 
correct route of approach to the Cath- 
olic mind in those critical years. He 
gave this whole program impetus 
when he was the Minister Provincial 
of the Saxonia Province during the 
early 50s. A man of tremendous en- 
ergy, clear sighted sincerity, and a re- 
markably perceptive vision of what 
must be done, Father Westemeyer has 
set himself the task of providing a new 
synthesis of religion and life—espe- 
cially for the Catholic leaving the 
traditional “land” and coming to the 
big city. 

German Catholicism has suffered, 
and this is true of almost all the 
countries of Europe, from the sudden 
changes and the uprooting of Cath- 
olics “on the land” who migrate to 
the big cities and to jobs in the fastly 
expanding industries in the urban 
communities. Put briefly, Father 
Westemeyer explains that many of the 
Catholics in rural communities where 
98% of the people are churchgoing 


i 
i» 


vw 


atholics, have fallen into the rut of 
f‘automatic Catholicism.” The tradi- 
tion, environment, customs and pace 
pf life in rural communities allowed 
o other choice and convictions often 
fll-supported, became shallow; the 
aith weakened. 


By survey and statistics he showed 
fis that when, for instance, twelve men 
from a wholly German rural commu- 
[nity move to the big industrial city 


fall away from the faith almost imme- 
diately; three more in the course of a 


This is the heart of the problem. 
And this is what the German clergy, 
and the friars in particular, are trying 
ito solve now through one instrumen- 
tality in which we were keenly inter- 
ested—the Area or Regional Mission. 


We spent three hours on a Saturday 
orning with Archbishop Laurence 
Jaeger of Paderborn while he con- 
ducted a meeting of the diocesan di- 
rectors of the various lay organizations 
to discuss plans for carrying out such 
an Area Mission in the city of Dort- 
mund in the fall of 1962! Two years 
away! Father Westemeyer is the gen- 
eral coordinator of this mission opera- 
tion. In his office is a huge map of 
the Dortmund area divided into at 
deast a dozen sections comprising any- 
where from six to a dozen parishes to 
‘a section. 

: To prepare for the Area Mission, 
surveys are first made in all the par- 
ishes on one specific Sunday to deter- 
mine just who goes to church and who 
does not go to church. Questionnaires 
are given out to determine, for ex- 
ample, the age brackets of the church 
goers, the type of work the people in 
a specific parish are engaged in, 
whether they belong to this particular 
parish and if not, how often they 
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come here for Mass on Sundays. This 
mass of material is sorted and tabu- 
lated by Father Westemeyer before the 
machinery goes into operation. 


Conversion and Apostolate 


Impossible to give a total picture of 
the thoroughness of his approach. We 
can only indicate a few samples. For 
instance, he will have a day of recol- 
lection, and often a three day retreat, 
for the tavern keepers. These are the 
men to talk to people. Priests and 
pastors get special briefings. The mis- 
sion, says Father Westemeyer, must 
not only mean a change of heart for 
the individual, both priest and people, 
but it must also bring with it inspira- 
tion for the apostolate. He does the 
same with the barbers, the hairdress- 
ers, shop keepers, and various groups 
of professions and trades. Diocesan 
directors of various organizations—for 
instance, the director of Catholic hos- 
pitals in the diocese—organize and de- 
velop these retreats and days of recol- 
lection in preparation for the mission. 


And from these same groups, once 
the mission is completed, apostolic cells 
are built up to continue the work of 
the “preaching mission” long after it 
is over. 

Conversion and Apostolate. Those 
are the key words sounded over and 
over. 

For the preaching mission to be con- 
ducted two years from now in Dort- 
mund, already now each parish is 
assigned missionaries of the various 
religious orders—respecting the pref- 
erences of the pastors—and the 
preaching mission is coordinated at the 
mission directors level among the re- 
ligious orders. Topics, outlines and 
approaches are indicated. 

At the preparatory conference with 
Archbishop Jaeger I noticed several 
of the priests were quoting from a 
small book entitled Der Priester in der 
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Stadt by Jean F. Motte O.F.M, This 
was originally published as a lengthy 
article in “Chaiers de Vie Francis- 
caine” by Editions Franciscaines of 
Paris, as: “Le. Pretre et le. “Villez”’ 1 
found, on further investigation that 
Pere Motte had really written the text 
book for the new Area Missions en- 
titled Missions Generale, co-authored 
with Fr. Medard Dourmap O.F.M. 
Cap. and published by Editions Fleur- 
us of Paris. Pere Motte was recently 
elected Minister Provincial of the 
Paris Franciscan Province and while 
in Paris on the last lap of our trip we 
acquired translation and publication 
rights for these two important works. 

So important did we consider the 
work of Father Westemeyer and the 
friars engaged in the Area Mission 
work, that arrangements are being 
completed now to have him come to 
the U. S. to conduct a seminar course 
for friars interested in this new ap- 
proach to the missions. 


Locating the Leakage 

It would be a mistake to see the 
problem of the Church in Germany 
only in the light of the above observa- 
tions. First of all, the clergy is more 
acutely aware of leakage and luke- 
warm-practicing Catholics simply be- 
cause they have a very accurate count 
of Catholics nationally and in any 
given area through the simple means 
of the government tax rolls. Each tax- 
paying citizen must declare his relig- 
ious preference; his tax is then allo- 
cated, as the law directs, to the 
churches and the schools of his relig- 
ious adherence. To deny that one is 
a Catholic, for instance, when paying 
one’s taxes, is tantamount to apostacy; 
few Catholics, however lukewarm, will 
go that far. But by the same token 
the German clergy know exactly how 
many Catholics there are in a given 
area or city, and at the same time they 
know exactly how many of these Cath- 
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olics are going to church on Sunda’ : 
A city the size of Dortmund with | 


600,000 inhabitants is 40% Catholics; 
30% of the Catholics go to Mass on 
Sunday. 

In our country we do not have the 
accurate statistics and, therefore, nei- 
ther the acute awareness of our “leak- 
age” problem or “lukewarm Catholic” 


blight. In fact, we may be very much | 


asleep! 


knows how many of the church-goers 
on a given Sunday really belong to 
the parish or not. 

On the other hand, the Germalit| 
Catholics are surely far ahead of us 
when it comes to participation in the 
liturgy. Everywhere the community 
singing and praying was extraordi- 
narily beautiful and devout. And 
imaginative too. I took part in the : 
closing of a 40 Hours Devotion and 
was thoroughly impressed by the : 
pomp and feeling of one-heartedness 
displayed during the Blessed Sacra- 
ment Procession; singing and praying 
was open-throated and enthusiastic. 
After Benediction with the Blessed 
Sacrament, the Monstrance was again 


Pastors often guess at how / 
many of their parishioners go to Mass. , 
But in urban parishes one hardly » 


? 


Pr 


} 
) 


| 


! 


i 
: 


i 


enthroned for the closing “Holy God | 


We Praise Thy Name.” It was reposed 
during the “Laudate Dominum 
Omnes Gentes.” 


But again, few of the clergy really ; 
understood what American Catholics : 


must sacrifice and contribute to main- - 


tain their churches and schools. They / 
found it difficult to believe that we: 


received no federal aid for churches 


and priest salaries, much less for our 


schools and teachers. We explained 


i) 


2 
§ 
I 


d 


over and over again, what in equiva- + 


lent amounts a European would have 
to contribute per annum to church 


and school support were he living in} 
the United States, and especially if he | 


had children going to Catholic schools. 


E 
h 
I | 


; 


And we pointed out the growing 
importance of the lay teachers in our 
school system and the financial burden 
that this will increasingly entail. I 
could not help thinking after a while 
that the very fact that American 
Catholics were forced to build their 
own school system without federal aid 
is really one of our great strengths: 
that the sheer weight of economics has 
kept pastors in touch with the people 
and that the “envelope system” devel- 
oped in the early 20s, I believe, by 
the late Bishop Noll of “Our Sunday 
Visitor,” has forced a yearly head 
count of Catholics in our parishes 
when the envelopes are distributed and 
has given us as good a norm as one 
can have as to who goes to church. 
But it hardly tells us who does not go 
nor does it catch all those who have 
stayed away completely. 

To be relieved of this burden by 
federal aid would surely tend to stul- 
tify initiative. And though the burden 
is becoming very heavy in this country, 
and must surely be lightened in the 
years to come by some kind of tax 
relief for our Catholics, still we can 
look back on that burden as a blessed 
one which served to weigh down the 


/ American Catholic, but just as surely 


it brought about the pressure which 
congealed Catholic life in America 


| into the fine parochial system of 
» churches, schools and institutions we 
+ have today. 


| The Same Problem 


In Italy, France, England and Ire- 


, land—everywhere the problem of the 
| Church is similar, if not identical, to 


the Church in Germany. In Ireland, 
we found that teams of friars are being 


_ sent to England to give missions in 


parishes where a good percentage of 
Irish have migrated ; there the main 
job of the missionaries is to conduct a 
house to house visitation and talk to 
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the people. In Italy, the last remnants 
of feudal life are dying fast: farmers 
who received their seed, implements 
and their horses or oxen from the 
landowner in return for a share of the 
crop, are leaving the land and going 
to the cities for more lucrative jobs in 
industry. This was pointed out to me 
by Miss Nesta de Robeck in Assisi. 
She has lived there for 40 years and is 
the author of many books on Francis- 
can subjects. Her latest, published by 
Franciscan Herald Press, is Vico 
Necchi, tertiary doctor and co-founder 
with the late Father Augustino Gemelli 
of the Catholic University of the 
Sacred Heart in Milan. 


The old system of turning the farm 
over to the first born, who in turn, 


- must provide the dowry for his 


younger sisters, is fast becoming obso- 
lete; the girls can make more money 
in small factories than the privileged 
“heir” can hope to save up for them 
in years. The girl selected to marry 
the male heir to the family farm (this 
we found true in Germany and in 
Ireland) is no more looked upon as 
being in a position of favor and afflu- 
ence. Her sisters, making fast money 
in nearby knitting mills and ceramic 
factories (as we saw in one farming 
community) can “fix and pretty” 
themselves beyond the recognition of 
the traditionally doudy farm girl. 
The “‘simple life” thus takes on the 
aspect of complexity and frustration. 
And unhappiness and dissatisfaction. 
And finally this whole conglomorate 
of frustration and unhappiness is iden- 
tified with the whole culture—mostly 
Catholic—followed by a revolt from 
the land to the cities. We are now 
back where we began with the statis- 
tics about Catholics leaving the land. 
This seems to me to be the gist of 
what was related by various priests 
in one way or another, and corrobo- 
rated by knowledgable laymen. 


By Florence Wedge 


Lhe Christmas JE: ree 


: oF the originator of 
the Christmas crib custom is no more 
a mystery than two plus two equals 
four. All the world knows that it owes 
the beautiful visual representations of 
the Nativity story to St. Francis of 
Assisi, who arranged for the erection 
of the first manger scene in the little 
Italian town of Greccio. 

Not so well known is the identity 
of the originator of the Christmas tree 
custom. Quite a few writers have 
nominated Martin Luther for the 
honor. Others have suggested St. 
Boniface;* Apostle of Germany. Al- 
though there is reason to believe that 
Luther did get the inspiration for a 
sparkling tree one December, and did 
put the inspiration into action, here 
we shall confine ourselves to telling 
how.and why St. Boniface has occa- 
sionally been mentioned as the initi- 
ator of the Christmas tree tradition. 

When the saint undertook to in- 
troduce Christianity into Hesse, thou- 
sands hesitated between choosing 
Christ as their Lord and Savior and 
remaining attached to their heathen 
superstitions; they dreaded to take 
the decisive step lest they should in- 
cur the wrath of the oak-tree divinity 
they had been worshiping. 

The Toppled Tree 

One winter night in 724, when the 
son of the pagan chief was about to 
be sacrificed beneath the sacred oak 
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tree, Boniface accompanied the pagan | 
priests and people to the place of) 
sacrifice. With the missionary’s calm 
words. “The Cross of Christ shall] 
break the hammer of the great god < 
Thor tonight,” still ringing in their 
ears, the priests blindfolded the boy 
and led him to the foot of the oak. < 
The heavy hammer was released, but. 
in the nick of time, as we would say, 
Boniface lifted his staff and arrested 
the speed of the murder weapon. As. 
the pagans removed the blindfold, the: 
missionary read a papal message ex- 
horting all to embrace Christianity. 
There on the summit of Mount. 
Gudenberg, under the astounded gaze 
of the tree-worshipers, Boniface and 
one or two of his followers attacked 
with axes Thor’s sacred oak. When 
the people saw that no punishment! 
was visited upon them, they under-* 
stood how utterly powerless their god¢ 
was to protect even the precious oak, 
his own sanctuary. From there to. 
embracing Christianity, the step was) 
easily taken. ' | 
To signalize the victory, Boniface 
later built a chapel over the spot; he 
also ordered a tall tree to be brought) 
into the house and decorated. There-) 
after, the German peoples occasionally) 
decorated trees and danced | about} 
them, rejoicing over their liberation) 
from the powers of evil’ and their 
pagan divinities. To this custom, some) 
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Say, we owe our present Christmas 
tree. 

Even before the times of the Apostle 
of Germany, primitive tribes revered 
trees and adorned them in their homes 
to bring the world of nature indoors. 
Just for the record, we might mention 
here that the Christmas tree has been 
explained by some authorities as being 
derived from the ancient Egyptian 
practice of decking houses at the time 


: of the winter solstice with branches of 


date palm, the symbol of life trium- 
phant over death, and consequently of 


} perennial life in the renewal of each 


bounteous year. 

During their Saturnalia, the ancient 
trimmed trees with toys, 
trinkets, and candles to mark the sun’s 


f joyous return to earth. The Druids 


honored Odin (or Woden, for whom 
our Wednesday is named) by tying 
gilded apples and other offerings on 
tree branches. Should we look else- 
where, nonetheless, for the beginning 
of the Christmas tree custom? 

The best authorities say yes. They 
are agreed that the present Christmas 
tree is the product of the fusion of two 
venerable customs: the Paradise play 
and the Christmas light or candle. 
Let us see how the play and the candle 


' have become part and parcel of our 


Nativity gladness. 


The Trimmed Tree 


From the eleventh century on, reli- 
gious plays were frequently enacted 
in churches or their environs to help 
the people, many of whom were un- 
educated, to grasp essential religious 
truths. Ranking high in popularity 
among these mystery plays, as they 
were called, was the Paradise play, 


which represented the drama of the 


creation of Adam and Eve, their fall 


from grace, and their exile from the 


a 
p~ 


Paradise of delights. Since this par- 
ticular play ended on a heartening 
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note—the promise of a Redeemer to 
come—it was a general favorite dur- 
ing the Advent season. 

When the mystery plays were grad- 
ually forbidden during the fifteenth 
century by reason of abuses that had 
crept into their production, the people 
were reluctant to abandon their Para- 
dise tree, the fir tree hung with apples 
from which Eve broke the fruit and 
invited her husband to partake of it. 
They wanted to obey their spiritual 
leaders, no question about that; but 
they also wanted to keep the tree they 
had loved. The best solution seemed 
to be to put up a tree in each home, 
since the trees were no longer per- 
mitted in churches. So once a year, in 
honor of our First Parents, each family 
erected its own Paradise tree. Thus, 
in various sections of Europe, the 
faithful observed the feast of Adam 
and Eve on December 24. 


But this date was also Christmas 
Eve! From early Christian times there 
had been observed the custom of the 
Christmas light, a symbol for Our 
Lord, Light of the World. In many 
places a giant candle was lit on Christ- 
mas Eve to shed its glow on the fes- 
tivities until the Feast of the Three 
Kings. 

In Germany, this Christmas light or 
candle used to be placed on the top 
of a wooden structure made in the 
form of a pyramid, adorned with tin- 
sel and glass balls. In the sixteenth 
century, the people in Western Ger- 
many began combining the two sym- 
bols which they had in their homes 
on December 24. The glass balls, 
tinsel, and lights from the wooden 
pyramid (Christmas pyramid they 
called it) were transferred to the 
Paradise tree, which already bore the 
apples to recall the forbidden fruit of 
the Garden of Eden. 

Decorations were added. The 
“star of Bethlehem” which had illum- 
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inated the top of the pyramid was 
thereafter placed on top of the Para- 
dise tree. Cookies and sweets were 
suspended from the tree to indicate 
the sweet fruits of the Savior’s re- 
demption. 

Gradually the Christmas tree as we 
know it became linked with Christmas 
observances in Germany, Finland, 
Denmark, Norway, and other Euro- 
pean countries. Austria is said to have 
its first Christmas tree when 
Princess Henriette provided one for 
Vienna in 1816. Thirteen years later, 
a few immigrants from Germany in- 
troduced the Christmas tree into 
England on a very restricted scale. 
The idea did not really take hold there 
until Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg, 
the German-born husband of Queen 
Victoria, set up a tree for Christmas 
1841 season at Windsor Castle. 

At that time the tree had already 
been introduced into the United States 
through German immigrants. Charles 
Follen, a German professor at Har- 
vard, provided a tree for his son each 
Christmas, beginning in 1832. Pastor 
Henry Schwan is said to have intro- 
duced the first Christmas tree into a 
church in the United States in 1851, 
at Cleveland, Ohio. 

Trees to Top 

_Nationally famous Christmas trees 
in the United States have been, to 
mention only a few: 

The “Tree of Light,’ a 60-foot 
balsam fir, placed in Madison Square 
Park, in New York, in 1912. 


The ‘“Nation’s Christmas Tree,” 4 ! 
Sequoia gigantea, 267 feet high, more — 
than 3,500 years old, its first limb 


130 feet from the produd, a trunk with 
a circumference of 107 feet, standing 
in Kings Canyon National Park, in the 
center of California. It was decorated 
for the first time in 1926. 


One of the tallest Christmas trees 
ever decorated—212 feet tall and 
weighing twenty-five tons—was located 


in Northport, a shopping center near _ 


Seattle. 


Some cities provide unique forms of 
trees; for instance, Minneapolis, which 


fashions one from water pipes, at- — 


tached like spokes of a wheel to a tele- 
phone pole. Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, 
decorates its Hill-to-Hill Bridge with 


more than 150 spruces and 1200 elec- — 


tric lights. 
a 60-foot tree composed of many small 
trees. 


If, as modern research has ad- 


Its span is dominated by — 


equately shown, the present Christmas — 


tree is actually an offshoot of the 


medieval Paradise tree, we may well — 


reject with a smile all the theories 
which hold that our tree has very 
pagan antecedents. Although we don’t 
usually offer happy anniversary wishes 
to Adam and Eve on Christmas Eve, 
we may well see in the Christmas tree 
so brilliantly illuminated the symbol 
of the Redeemer, the Light of the 
World, who was promised to earth’s 
first sinners so soon after their revolt 
against the authority of God. 
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A BOTANIST NOTICED some rare 
flowers on the edge of a cliff high up 
in the Alps. He wanted them very 
much but the only way he could get 
them was to let someone down over 
i the ledge by a rope. His little son 
¢ volunteered for the precarious task. 
It was a dangerous feat and after- 
} wards someone asked the little boy if 
he was frightened as he dangled over 
the cliff. ‘““Why should I be scared,” 
he said, “My daddy was holding the 
rope.” 

As we go through life and meet up 
with trying, even dangerous situations ; 
when we feel that all is lost, let us 
remember that our Father is holding 
the other end of the rope. It is se- 
curely anchored. He will pull us back 
to safety. 

“Cast your cares upon the Lord,” 
Scriptures says, “and He will sustain 
you.” 

The trouble with so many of us is 
that we are trying to do it all by 
‘ourselves. It is no wonder that we 
break under the strain. We do not 

mean to imply that all we need do is 
sit back and twiddle our thumbs. 
Heaven is no handout. God certainly 
is not going to grab us by the scruff 
of the neck and dump us into heaven. 
Scripture says we are to “work out 
our salvation.” God has given us tal- 
ents and abilities and he expects us 
to use them. In the use of our tal- 
ents, however, we are expected to be 
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reasonable. There are sensible limits 
beyond which we ought not go. Grant- 
ed the sensible use of our faculties, 
there is no point in fretting and fuss- 
ing as if the entire outcome depended 
upon our puny efforts. We are merely 
co-workers. 

It is very much like sailing a boat. 
The wind has to billow the sails to 
move the craft but we have to man 
the rudder to pilot the boat. In a 
similar way why not allow God to 
power our ship on the sea of life 
while we stick to our post and steer 
it? Depending entirely upon our own 
ability, we get nowhere. But trusting 
in God, we need have no fear even of 
the dangerous shoals and reefs that 
jut up in the sea of life. St. Teresa 
used to say, “Teresa alone can do 
nothing, but God and Teresa can do 
anything.” 

Let’s change the figure a bit. To 
ignore God’s share in the business of 
life is like building castles with cards. 
We think we accomplish so much until 
the finger of God shakes the table and 
topples the castles. Then we panic be- 
cause we trusted too much in our own 
resources. 

Often a great many disagreeable 
events must come to pass before we 
are convinced of the vanity of human 
effort alone. Then we are forced to 
admit the wisdom of the statement: 

“On Christ the solid rock I stand 

All other ground is sinking sand.” 
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A COURSE IN FRANCISCAN 


ASCETICISM 


by John F. Faddish, O.F.M. 


Peace | Give to You 


URMOIL AND UNREST are character- 
istics of the world in which our lives 
are cast. The proceedings of the re- 
cent session of the United Nations, 
with the antics of Red leaders, sym- 
bolizes world instability. Trickery and 
deceit are concealed today beneath the 
respected garb of diplomatic immu- 
nity. 

These Red ‘“‘Apostles of Peace” have 
not only robbed nations of peace, but 
have even succeeded in snatching it 
from the very hearts of men every- 
where. Indeed, the souls of men bear 
the scars which this unceasing war 
has brought about. Never was it more 
necessary than today for men to re- 
tire to the cloister of the heart to 
reflect upon the Saviour’s words: ‘““My 
Peace I give to you!” 

Saint Francis and Peace 

No one understood Christ’s message 
of peace better or more perfectly than 
St. Francis of Assisi. In an era when 
village warred against its neighboring 
village, the Poverello bade his fol- 
lowers to greet those whose homes they 
entered with words: “Peace be to this 
house.” Such a greeting came as a 
surprise to many. One of the friars 
was asked: “What do you mean by 
this strange greeting?” Unable to give 
a reply, he approached Francis for 
the answer and was told: “Heed them 
not for they do not know what is of 
God. Do not be ashamed of it, for 
the time will come when even the rich 
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and the princes of this world shall] 
revere you and your brothers because t 
of this greeting.” al 

The Poverello began each of his} 

sermons with the greeting: “May the 
Lord give you his peace.” - And when 
he sent his friars through the world: 
he bade them to preach “peace and¢ 
penance unto the remission of their: 
sins.” 
When he wrote his last will and: 
testament, the Seraphic Father de-: 
clared: “The Lord revealed to me this 
salutation, that we should say: “Thes 
Lord give you peace.’”’ But nowhere: 
is his role as peace-maker so clearly: 
visible as when he returned to his be- * 
loved Assisi to die. 

Being away from Assisi, and sens- \ 
ing death approaching, he asked to be« 
carried back to the Portiuncula. As. 
he drew near to the city, he was dis- | 
heartened at the news that the Bishop 
of Assisi and the Mayor of the city: 
were feuding. The Bishop excom-\ 
municated the Mayor and the Mayor) 
retaliated by putting restrictions ont 
the Bishop. 

Francis decided to take things into, 
his own hands. He took his Canticle; 
of Brother Sun and added another) 
verse to it: . | 

“Praised by my Lord for those who for } 

Thy Love forgive 
And weakness bear and tribulation 
Blessed those who shall in peace endure, ; 


For by Thee, Most High, shall they be} 
crowned.” 


He then sent some friars to the} 


aa 


Mayor, requesting him to go to the 
Bishop’s palace. Others were dis- 
patched to the Bishop’s palace, and 
when the Mayor arrived in the pres- 
ence of the Bishop, the friars began 
singing the Canticle of Brother Sun, 
together with the newly composed 
verse. ‘The Mayor was so deeply 
moved by it, that he cast himself at the 
Bishop’s feet and implored his pardon, 
while the Bishop in turn, asked that 
he be forgiven for his scandalous be- 
havior. Thus even at death’s door, 
Francis proved himself to be the 
“Apostle of Peace.” 

However, he did not want his friars 
to preach peace alone, but he wished 
that it be reflected in their lives. Thus 
he reminded them: “As you preach 
peace by word, so you should also pos- 
sess peace, a superabundant peace in 
your hearts. Anger no one, nor vex 
any man; but by your meekness urge 
others to be peaceful, meek, and mer- 
ciful. For we are called to heal the 
wounded, to succor the injured, and 
to bring back the erring to the ways of 
righteousness.” 


Christ, the Prince of Peace 

During the Christmas season, we 
have a splendid opportunity to re- 
flect upon the true meaning of peace. 
For the very birth of Christ heralded 
an era of peace to the strife-torn 
world. Yet it is significant to note that 
His coming did not bring peace to 
all men, but merely to those “‘of good 
will.” 

As we behold the lives of those in- 
dividuals intimately associated with 
Christ’s birth, we see the effects which 
this peace had in their souls; and we 
also see the effects which the lack of 
it had on others. Mary and Joseph, 
kneeling humbly at the manger at 
Bethlehem, portray the serenity of two 
souls flooded with peace. They had 
come to know it and possess it through 
the complete surrender of their persons 
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to the Divine Will of their Creator. 
They were willing to play the role 
which God had decided for them. 

But what a difference in the person 
of Herod. Herod, that ambitious, 
self-centered individual, lived in con- 
stant dread of losing his throne. He 
is the epitome and symbol of all who 
try to find peace in passion and in 
doing their own will. 


What Is Peace? 

To be sure, peace does not mean 
cessation of all activity. True peace 
can be found only in the orderly ful- 
fillment of God’s plan for us. We 
often see people who are out of joint 
with themselves. We may be certain 
that they do not have true peace. 

But how, you may ask, am I to 
know where God wants me to be? I 
may presume this if my work, my mar- 
riage, my companions etc., place no 
overwhelming obstacle to my attaining 
my eternal goal, namely, heaven. If 
I have sufficient opportunity to prac- 
tice God’s law and work out my salva- 
tion, then I may say with certainty: 
I am where God wants me to be. 

Peace demands submission to God’s 
will. This means not only obeying 
God’s positive commands, but submit- 
ting also to his designs as manifested 
in both pleasant and unpleasant cir- 
cumstances of life. But most of all, it 
will mean the avoidance of sin, which 
is most offensive to God. 

People in sin cannot be at peace. 
There is a constant gnawing at his 
conscience, the fear of dying in sin 
and of being deprived forever of the 
vision of God. Or take the person in 
a bad marriage. There is an ever- 
present sense of uneasiness. He has 
chosen what he knows to be directly 
opposed to God’s Will, yet he refuses 
to amend his choice. However, he 
must pay the price. The knowledge 
that his will is not in conformity with 
the Divine will allows him no rest, no 
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peace of mind. Pleasures cannot 
drown it out; the passing of years fail 
to stiffle its voice. 


Peace Springs from Love 


Before a person can possess true 
peace, he has to fall in love with the 
one Person whose love is worth our 
effort. This Person is our Creator. 
We all have to come to the point 
where we realize the truth of St. 
Augustine’s words: “Our hearts were 
created for Thee, O Lord, and they 
shall remain restless until they come 
to rest in Thee.” 


What Augustine learned only after 
many years filled with bitter experi- 
ences, we are capable of learning 
sooner, if we but listen to his advice 
and prove our willingness to learn 
from the lives of the saints of God. 
We will learn to turn to the true 
source of peace: the Prince of Peace 
himself. In the saints we will see the 
beauty of the peace of St. John the 
Evangelist as he rests his head upon 
the sacred breast of Christ; the peace 
of Mary standing at the foot of the 
cross, united through love, with the 
sufferings of her Divine Son. 


Peace does not always mean good 
fortune, as the world understands it. 
It does not mean that everything is 
going our way. But love will make 
even the greatest hardship seem a 
blessing. It will give us a sense of 
proportion, the balanced outlook on 
life which will make us peaceful with- 
in and without. We will realize that if 
our lives were entirely free of sorrows, 
we should easily become arrogant and 
perhaps even exclude God completely 
from our lives. But sorrow serves to 
detach us from this world and to re- 
mind us of our heavenly home. In the 
words of the Poverello, it reminds us 
that “we are pilgrims and strangers 
in this world.” As we grow in the love 
of God we find that God often sends 
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crosses to those souls whom he loves | 
the most, and whose love he jealously _ 


guards. 


Divine Sources of Peace 

Our loving Saviour knew only too 
well, however, that we cannot achieve 
peace of heart on our own strength. 
On the other hand he witnessed the 
incessant craving of men’s hearts for 
peace. There was need, therefore, for 
him to give us some means whereby 
he could assure us of attaining the 
peace we all seek. He found the an- 
swer in the institution of the seven 
Sacraments, to care for every need we 
have in life. They are the divine 
sources of Peace. 

Through Baptism, the soul in orig- 
inal sin, is cleansed and united through” 
Grace to God. Through it we are 
made children of God and heirs of the 
kingdom of heaven. With such an 
inheritance, who could be _ foolish 
enough to go seeking the “fool’s gold” 
which this world has to offer? 

If we have the misfortune of losing 
this inheritance through mortal sin, 
Confession restores us to Sanctifying 
Grace and God’s friendship. Confes- 
sion has a very salutary effect upon 
our lives, particularly in these days of 
uncertainty. With the sharp increase 
in mental illness, we have pointed up 
to us the inability of moderns to cope 
with their many problems. To find 
peace of soul they make regular visits 
to their psychiatrist, using him as a 
guide even in the minute decisions of 
life. Yet, they fail to see that Christ 
has given us a Divine, infallible Guide 
in the Sacrament of Pennance. Yet 
Christ was not content with Confes- 
sion alone, he gave us still another 
source of peace in the Holy Eucharist. 

Through this Sacrament, the very 
Sacrament of Peace, we are united 
most intimately to the Prince of Peace. 
It heals our natural weaknesses, lessens 

(See page 369) 
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YOU and the Liturgy 


Ore NEWSPAPER AND magazines are 
carrying much on the liturgy these 


days. A tertiary certainly should be 


well aware of the liturgy and live in 
spirit and practice with it. This is in 
conformity with article fifty-four of the 
tertiary General Constitution which 
enjoins: “The tertiaries going through 
the world shall, with joy and thanks- 
giving, contemplate God in all crea- 
tion. Always and everywhere, they 
shall proclaim his glory, acting as 
heralds of the Great King after the 
example of their Seraphic Father. In 
a more excellent way still, they shall 
glorify God in union with Christ and 
his church by active participation in 
sacred functions.” 
Union of Your Life 
With the Liturgy 

Most people are at a loss or vague 
about what the term “liturgy” means. 
To grasp its meaning you need at least 
some conception of the Mystical Body 
of the Church as the continuation of 
Christ on earth. With this in mind 
we can say that the liturgy is simply 
the Church in her activity of carrying 
on the work of Christ. What is this 
work of Christ? It is the worship of 
God. The liturgy then is a continua- 
tion of the priestly activity of Chrst. 
That priestly work has two objectives; 
namely, to glorify God in heaven and 
bring peace to men of good will. Or 
we can state it as the salvation of souls 
for the sake of the glorification of God. 
The glorification of God is always the 
greatest and ultimate purpose of all 
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Christ’s activities and therefore that of 
the Church too. Souls are to be sanc- 
tified now that as members of Christ 
and with Christ, they can give ever 
greater glory to the Father. Hence, 
the liturgical movement is to make us 
aware of what we have in the sacra- 
ments and to make better use of them. 
St. Paul wrote to the Romans: “But 
now set free from sin and become 
slaves to God, you have your fruit unto 
sanctification, and as your end, life 
everlasting . . . in Christ Our Lord.” 
He does not cease to recall that Christ 
remains for us the source, the means 
and the model of our lives; that in 
him we find pardon, grace, and 
strength; and that with him we are 
grafted to the Divinity. The Church 
wishes us to live this life, not only 
through prayer, the sacraments and 
the Mass, but she also wishes us to 
nourish our souls with the very senti- 
ments of Christ through the liturgy. 
The liturgy has for its primary func- 
tion the recalling and perpetuating 
the work of Christ by our celebrating 
and participating in the mysteries of 
his life. This constitutes the Christo- 
logical Cycle of the Church Year 
which has two main divisions, namely, 
Christmas with its preparation (Ad- 
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vent) and what follows it; and Easter 
with its preparation (the Passion) and 
what follows it, (Pentecost, the life of 
the Church). To this first cycle there 
is superimposed the Cycle of the 
Saints, celebrating their feasts. Yet, it 
must always be borne in mind that 
the Cycle of Christ is the most impor- 
tant. In fact, the recent revision of 
the Breviary (Divine Office) has giv- 


___ en due emphasis to the Cycle of Christ 


over that of the saints, so much so that 
it is known as the liturgical cycle. In 
this way, the Mystery of Redemption 
takes due precedence over the Cycle 
of the Saints. 

You are called upon to participate 
actively in renewing these mysteries of 
Christ. By this participation all are 
united with Christ in his work. The 
tertiary pope, St. Pius X, had said 
years ago: “The true Christian spirit 
has its primary and_ indispensable 
source in the active participation in 
the holy mysteries and the public and 
solemn prayers of the Church.” The 
more our entrance into the Sacrifice 
of the Mass responds to the Sacrifice 
of Christ, the more we receive of the 
abundance of its fruits for ourselves 
and others. You are to think of the 
Mass and the Sacraments in terms of 
spiritual life for you and those around 
you. 


The Union of St. Francis 
with the Liturgy 

An acquaintance with the life of 
St. Francis shows you clearly that he 
entered into the spirit of the liturgical 
year. He even prepared for the major 
feasts with a fast as we can see from 
his long fast before Christmas and 
again before Easter. 

He likewise showed us that in these 
great feasts of Christ, the mysteries 
were not only to be recalled but also 
renewed. St. Francis lived in union 
with Our Saviour in the different 
stages of his life. Witness his Christ- 
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mas Mid-night Mass of Greccio and 


his walking in the footsteps of Christ 


in Palestine. His spirit, his prayers, — 


his conversions were filled with 
Christ’s mysteries. They were the sub-. 
ject of his sermons, 

He also had a special fast in honor 
of the feast of the Holy Cross, Sep- 
tember 14. This culminated in his re- 
ception of the five holy wounds in his 
own flesh, a result of his desire to 
enter fully into the sufferings of Christ. 

The Poverello not only had a great 
admiration for the feast of Christmas, 
but also for many other feasts. Note 
for instance, the feast of St. Peter in 
Chains when he asked Christ and his 
Mother for the Portiuncula Indul- 
gence. 
was a great source of his piety. He 
kept permanent contact with Christ 
in the Eucharist. As he stated it: “I 
adore you here and in all the churches 
which are in the whole world.” 

Therefore, for St. Francis, the lit- 
urgy with its mysteries and its feasts, 
was not a bony skeleton, but a living 
body. It meant intimate participation 
in the life of the God-Man and his 


Church. From this he received his in- - 


spiration and it flowed into his prayers, 
his sermons, and his entire apostolate. 
He truly participated in the liturgy, 
and he calls upon you to do the same. 


Your Participation in the Liturgy 


The public worship of the Church, 
the liturgy, has for its center the Sac- 
rifice of the Mass. The liturgy is of 
necessity exterior and social. You are 


The Eucharistic Christ, too, 


called upon to participate in the Dia- — 


logue Mass or the Congregationally 
Sung Mass. The danger here is that 


you fall into empty formalism. Public | 


worship must principally be interior. 
Pope Pius XII stressed this point: 
“The chief element of divine worship 
must be interior. For we must always 
live in Christ and give ourselves to him 
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ompletely, so that in him, with him, 
tand through him the heavenly Father 
tmay be duly glorified.” The Sacrifice 
jof the Mass is an action of mind and 
fwill, the action of Christ, and, in a 
ay, of each participant. 

Hence, there is a need for instruc- 
jtion on the liturgy. You should wel- 
ycome the opportunity to hear dis- 
courses on this topic that you might 
understand it the more. Then there 
fis the matter of your reading on this 
subject. You should watch for good 
farticles on the liturgy and inquire and 
obtain a suitable book on it. 


Yet, this knowledge you will acquire 
fis not enough. You must reflect on it. 
Only by mulling over it prayerfully 
ill you ever grasp its inner meaning 
nd spirit. Again your cry may be, 
y‘no time for this.” But is this true? 
‘Everyone, if honest, will admit that 
some of his duties are “second nature 
itasks.” They are performed with little 
or no thinking. Some people refer to 
hem as “nothing jobs.” Why not use 
his time to reflect on the meaning 
and spirit of the liturgy? Each morn- 
ing you could also consult your calen- 
idar to note the feast or the mystery 
of Christ that is to be celebrated. It 
ould give you an inspiring thought 
or the day. When distractions chase 
it out of your mind, hasten back to 
your calendar for a quick refresher as 
soon as you can. 


vd 


You can battle your obstacles to 

daily participation in Holy Mass, and 
‘there find a major lift to urge you on. 
Yet, even if this is denied you, you 
-can have recourse to your daily missal 
bed read the Collect Prayer of the 
‘day. You could very well read it aloud 
‘at the family table and have some 
discussion on it. 
St. Francis did not develop a liturgical 
‘soul the easy way. It was only by 
thinking, praying, and acting. You are 
capable of doing the same. 
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PEACE 

(Continued from page 366) 
the power of the Devil and the flesh 
over us and assures us of reaching our 
eternal goal. 

In order to assure us of the perpetu- 
ation of these sources of peace, Christ 
gave us the Sacrament of Holy Or- 
ders, through which he gives us an 
unending line of Mediators who take 
our gifts to God and God’s gifts to us. 

But since men often become dis- 
turbed about their state of life, of their 
conformity to God’s Will, Christ ele- 
vated marriage to a Sacrament, giving 
it the official blessing and sanction of 
the Church, assuring the contracting 
parties that their promises are ratified 
in heaven. 

The moment of death, however, 
causes man the greatest amount of 
anxiety. To provide for this moment 
Christ instituted two Sacraments : Ex- 
treme Unction to heal the wounds 
inflicted upon our soul through the 
senses, and Holy Viaticum whereby 
He comes to us as our Companion, to 
escort us into eternity. 

No wonder the Poverello insisted so 
vehemently that his followers should 
remain close to Christ, and to his 
Mystical Body, the Church. For only 
in this way will we be assured of the 
peace which is the basic craving of 
our human nature. 

In a day when the Sacraments were 
not properly esteemed and _ loved, 
Francis was a pioneer preaching their 
efficacy and encouraging all his fol- 
lowers to make frequent use of them. 

If we want to be true disciples of 
the Poverello, we must have this same 
love in our souls—a love for Christ 
and for His Church, a love for the 
Sacraments which He left us, and a 
courage to use them as the divine 
sources of strength and peace which 
we need so much in this anything but 
peaceful universe. ° 
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i= PLATEORM was erected, the 
gallows set up. the butchering tools 
fer the Quartering of the bedy were 
ready, the victim was waiting to 
step en te the platform and at the 
last moment there was a hitch. The 
haneman had forsetten to bing hs 
repe! «Ft took over an hour to pro- 
cure this necessary appurtenanee. The 
Wietim and the crowd had to wait. 
Seach owas the expenence of Father 
Jen Beckky, alias John Jones, alas 
John Griffith, Francman priest, who 
died fer the faith donne the English 
perseeutions of the 16th century. In 
reiwon Father Beckley. was called 
< Godfrey Maunce. The son of a good 
3 Wekh family which had remained 
faithful te the ad religion, he was 

4 bern at Cimeg Fawr, Carmarvonshire, 


= 


although the prox: date is not 

keown. Refore the disohaton of the 
~ mronastemes he joined the Franciscans 
: at Greennich, London. In 1552. how 
> 

™~ 


- 


ever, the religious were thrown out of 

their house and he went to the Con- 

>. Gent to continve h& vecaten. He 

was profesed at Pontoike, France. 

_ —Seaning the thirty years or = that he 

was at Pomtose he had become en- 

thustastic with the ideak of the Strict 

Observance and by permason of his 

>: supeners he joined the Roman prow 
| iaee of the Refermati in 1591. 


J 
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Father John Buckley, PSE Lo 
"fiest, is one of the Forty Martyrs at 

submission by the 
hierarchy for canonization 


No Rope for Hanging 


by E. J. Keeg 


The Hunted Priest 

Like many other English pri 
abroad he was fired with the am 
tion to work on the dangerous Engl 
Mission and his wish was eventus 
granted. Not only did he have 1 
full cooperation of his religious { 
periers but received a special bless 
from Pope Clement VITT. . 

In London at that time there 
a secret house of refuge for missit 
ary priests, particularly those just 
riving from abroad, or new to thei 
mission. This refuge was set up by 
the famous Jesuit, Father John Ge 
ard, and it was here that Father But 
ley lodged temporarily. Very soon he 
was Out on the mission covering mal ¥ 
parts of the country and so outstand4 
ing was his success among the fai 
ful and his adroitness in avoiding th 
priest hunters, that ultimately he 
honored by being elected Fra 
Provincial for the whole of a 

Topeliffe, the chief pe nter} 
was RO mean antagonist. With all th 
assistance at his command, i . 
informers planted among the faith 
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sunder questioning, he was able to keep 
on the heels of the recusant priests 
twho had to be very spry in their ef- 
forts to avoid capture. Like many 
fother martyrs, Father Buckley suffered 
jthrough the weakness of a Catholic. 

t Such was the case when James At- 
kinson was captured and subjected to 
ftorture in Bridewell Prison by Top- 
icliffe. The priest-hunter wanted more 
information about Father John Jones, 
tthe name by which Father Buckley was 
more usually known. Topcliffe had 
already been informed that Jones and 
other people had been given refuge 
in the home of Mr. Robert Barnes, 
apledurham House, but he wanted 
more precise evidence. Unfortunately, 
Atkinson eventually broke down under 
e extremity of the torture and gave 
all the information Topcliffe wanted. 
Afterwards Atkinson sincerely repent- 
ed of his weakness and confessed to 
Father William Baldwin, S. J. The 
damage, however, was done and al- 
ough the persecutor was unable at 
the time to catch Father Buckley, he 
made notes for future evidence. 
Another case was that of a layman, 
he Venerable John Rigby, who ap- 
peared as a witness at the Old Bailey 
‘or his sister Mrs. Fortescue. She was 
indicted for recusancy. During the 
cross-examination Rigby was com- 
elled to admit he was a Catholic and 
at the conclusion he was himself ar- 
rested under suspicion. By pressure 
n prison he signed a confession that 
fee years before, when in the Clink 
Prison, he had been reconciled to the 
Church by Father John Jones. When 
Rigby came out of prision he had 
steadfastly refused to attend the Prot- 
astant Church which was obligatory 
and it was this that ultimately sent 
him to the gallows on June 21, 1600 
on exactly the same spot where two 
years before, Father Buckley himself 
nad been executed. 
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Imprisoned Priest 


Father Buckley’s capture was ef- 
fected in 1596. Topcliffe, ever on 
his trail was informed that the Fran- 
ciscan had visited the houses of two 
Catholics and had celebrated Masses. 
As was proved afterwards the infor- 
mation was false for both the Catho- 
lics in question were in prison on the 
dates mentioned and had been there 
for quite some time. This did not 
worry the authorities, however, espe- 
cially Topcliffe. First the priest was 
tortured in prison but without success. 
Topcliffe, illegally, had his own pri- 
vate rack and instruments of torture 
in his house. There Father Buckley 
was taken and submitted to unspeak- 
able barbarities for long hours, again 
without success for Topcliffe. 

Having failed in his objective, 
through the remarkable fortitude of 
his prisoner, Topcliffe sent Father 
Buckley back to prison, where he lan- 
guished for two years. During this 
time the authorities found it was im- 
possible to sustain the original charge 
on which he was arrested so they fell 
back on the now familiar Statute 27, 
Elizabeth, which enacted that it was 
high treason for an Englishman to go 
abroad and receive priestly Orders 
and also to return to England to say 
Mass. Under this indictment, of 
course, it was impossible for Father 
Buckley to plead innocence. His trial 
took place on July 3, 1598 and his 
sentence was a foregone conclusion. 
He was condemned to be hanged, 
drawn and quartered on July 12, 1598. 


For many years public executions 
had taken place at Tyburn Gallows. 
or other populous districts in London. 
The government idea was to repress 
any incipient yearnings for the old 
religion by showing the awful punish- 
ments meted out to the martyrs who 
had dared to flout the royal supremacy. 
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Had the sentence been hanging only 
there would have been little to the 
spectacle, but the barbarity of cutting 
down the victim while still alive and 
then butchering the body into four 
quarters was a thrill that a sensation 
seeking mob could not resist. The 
executioners improved their shining 
hour by introducing additional abom- 
inations like cutting a man’s heart 
out and showing it to the crowd. Each 
executioner vied with the other to pro- 
duce something novel until their an- 
tics began to sicken the crowds and 
protest began to be voiced. 


People and Priest 

More to the point was the fact that 
Catholics in sympathy with the victims 
began to gather at the scaffolds and 
pray aloud in unison for the prisoner. 
Very soon, people who had bowed the 
knee to the new religion were con- 
scious stricken and joined them in the 
prayers and hymns they had learned in 
childhood. Sometimes it appeared that 
the whole crowd was on the prisoner’s 
side. This worried the authorities and 
they took steps to overcome the diffi- 
culty. 

They decided to hold executions 
outside the crowded London area and 
not to publicize the event beforehand. 
This was done in the case of Father 
Buckley, whose gallows was erected 
some miles out of central London, at 
St. Thomas’ Watering at the junc- 
tion of the Roman road to London 
with the main line of Watling Street. 
To counteract further the presence of 
a large crowd the execution was timed 
for an early hour in the morning, 
when most people would not be en- 
thusiastic enough to get up and travel 
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some miles for an execution. 


The authorities were thwarted, ho 
ever. The faithful Catholics had t 
intelligence service working both insi 
and outside the prisons. They four 
out the place and time and forthwith 
spread the news. As soon as it wa 
known the crowds flocked to Wate: 
ing to pay their last respects to th 
popular “Father Jones.” The crowc 
was delighted at the further emba 
rassment caused by the executioneli 
forgetting the essential rope and th 
Sheriff and his officers were mocke 
and badgered unmercifully. It took 
over an hour before a rope could bi 
procured. Meanwhile, the prisone\ 
was not a bit concerned. He speni 
the waiting time alternately chatting 
with the people and getting them te 
pray with him. He assured them thai 
he was not interested in politics ai 
had been charged at his trial but wav 
going to his death solely for the Catha 
lic religion. The crowd vociferousl: 
agreed with him and he enjoined ther 
not to interfere with the officials whd 
were present, as the were merely cally 
ing out their duties. 


So he went to his death with thl 
usual barbarities of hanging, drawint 
and quartering. The four sections o 
his body were hoisted on poles and ex! 
hibited on the roads to Newington an« 
Lambeth, both then on the outskirt 
of London. Some Catholic men rev 
erently removed them and one, wht 
was arrested, went to prison for a lony 
period. Eventually one of the relic 
arrived at Pontoise, where Fathe: 
Buckley was professed. 

He was declared Venerable by Pop) 
Leo NIIL. 
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T HE BROTHERS, fearing that St. 
Francis was about to die, sent for 
Brother Elias, who, with his customary 
efficiency, set about arranging for the 
return of the dying Saint to Assisi. 
His first move was to call for a troop 
of soldiers to guard Francis during 
the journey, so that the inhabitants of 
the towns through which they passed 
would not be able to get possession of 
the sick man. Even in those days the 
towns and cities recognized the value 
of the tourist business and sometimes 
fought for the possession of a Saint’s 
body—which would attract pilgrims to 
the region. 

So Francis was brought back to 
Assisi under an armed guard. At one 
place where the cavalcade spent the 
night, no one would sell the soldiers 
food, and they returned to the camp 
sullen and hungry. Francis called them 
to his bedside and said, “See how you 
are treated when you depend on 
money for your needs. Now go from 
door to door and beg a little food for 
love of our Lord Jesus Christ and you 
will find that all your needs will be 
. supplied.” The soldiers followed his 
f advice and the people supplied them 
) with food and drink without charge. 
| The procession arrived at Assisi in 
the evening and Francis was placed in 
a room in the Bishop’s Palace, with 
| sentries posted around the place. 

_ Within a few days, however, he 
' gained his wish to return to his be- 
/ loved Portiuncula. On reaching that 
happy place he was put in a hut a 
| few paces behind the chapel. And 
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St. Fraucts of pbsscac - XXIV 


by Col. W. Boss, Tertiary 


Tell my Brothers that | bless 
them, all that | can and more 


than | can. 
—St. Francis of Assisi 


it was here that Brother Giacoma Set- 
tisoli came to seen him. 

On his deathbed, Francis thought 
he would like to give Sister Clare some 
little writing as a memorial of him. 
So, calling a Brother, he dictated to 
him: 

“T, little Brother Francis, desire to 

follow the life and poverty of my Lord 

Jesus Christ and of his Holy Mother, 

and to persevere in it to the end. And 

I beseech you, my ladies, and I give 

you counsel, that you live always in 

this most holy life and poverty. And 
be very careful lest by the teaching 


and counsel of any other you depart 
from it.” 


St. Clare wrote those very words 
into Chapter VI of her Rule and 
would erase them for no one. 

The friar who took the letter to 
Clare was also told by St. Francis “Say 
to her-that she is to put aside all 
sorrow on account of not being able 
to see me, because I promise her that 
she shall see me before the end and 
be consoled.” 

Then he gave instructions that, after 
his death, when they were carrying his 
body back to Assisi, they should take 
it by way of San Damiano and lay 
it before the Sisters’ grating, that they 
might see him for the last time and 
say goodbye. (If you go to Assisi, they 
will show you he grating, now pre- 
served in the Church of St. Clare, 
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through which the Sisters saw St. 
Francis for the last time.) 


T HE BRETHREN gathered around his 
cot. Most of the first Brothers were 
there. Leo and Angelo were there. 
Giles was there, and so was Bernard 
of Quintavalle. It was Bernard who 
asked him to give them his last for- 
giveness and his last blessing. And 
Francis answered him—‘T forgive all 
my Brothers, present and absent, for 
all their offences and faults, and, as 
far as I can, I-absolve them. And I 
bless them as much as I can, and more 
than I can. Tell them this every- 
where, and bless them for me.” 

He died in the evening of the 3rd 
October, 1226, while he was repeat- 
ing the 142nd Psalm: 


“Bring my soul out of prison that I 
may give thanks unto Thy Name; 
which thing, if Thou wilt grant me, 
then will the righteous resort unto my 
company.” 


When Francis died, Brother Elias 
set about building a sepulchre that 
would be worthy of Francis. With his 
immense energy and organizing ability 
he ransacked the world for money and 
raised the Basilica of San Francesco 
at Assisi, the finest Gothic Church in 
Italy, in which to place St. Francis. 
And that is why the greatest church 
of San Francesco is no monument to 
St. Francis, the poor little man, but 
a monument to the blindness and— 
yes, the love, too,—of Brother Elias. 
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Nor is this all. Some years 
the death of Francis the Order 7. 
against the harsh discipline of Bro 
Elias and expelled him, and the Pope 
excommunicated him. Indignant at 
this ingratitude he deserted the papal 
cause and became the trusted ambas- 


sador of the German Emperor; yet, . 
all the time he still wore, defiantly, | 
the grey-brown habit and cord of St. 
Francis. 

Before his own death, still aetyi 
them all, and believing himself a true 
Franciscan, he built a convent and a) 
church ineh above Cortona — and 
called it San Francesco. 

And here, absolved at the end, he - 
died and in this other church of San 
Francesco, high up in the mountains, . 
the Brothers laid to rest the proud i 
Elias, still clad in the habit and cord } 
of the master he loved. 

Let us consider, in closing, hid 
completely the proud and ambitious : 
Brother Elias failed. Elias craved : 
power and position and the praise of / 
men. Francis abandoned all these. 

Elias had splendid self-confidence in ' 
his common sense; he called his dis- - 
cipline, strength, ana the lenience of : 
Francis, softness. ) 

And yet—it was the forgiver who: 
won all. It was Francis who saved his ‘ 
power and his fame by throwing them ; 


away, and Elias who lost them by seek- - 
ing them. : 


Elias conquered a fragment of time; | 
Francis conquered the ages. = 


Retreat for Beginners, Ronald Knox, Sheed 
& Ward, $3.50. 
Retreat for Beginners is a book rich 


with comparisons. It could definitely be 
of great benefit to priests who plan to give 
high school retreats. I feel, however, that 
the book does not contain an appealing 
effect for the modern American teen-ager. 
Many English expressions are used with 
no effort to convert them into the every day 
language of our country. Teens of today 
would have a difficult time grasping the 
author’s ideas. Also, at times it seems dif- 
ficult to determine for what age group 
‘the author is writing. His reference to 
“spankings” and other such examples seems 
jevidently to be on the grammar school 
level. At other times, the thought tends to 
‘rise above a normal teen’s intelligence. 
‘For these reasons, I feel the book will 
shave little general appeal to the age group 
to which it is addressed. In conclusion, 
‘the book does contain excellent compari- 
sons and catching examples. Although it is 
/ written in a manner our modern teen-agers 
/may not accept, it does contain worth-while 
material useful to a priest dealing with 
Pe ireits for ay high school groups. e 
{ . Claude Buchanan, O.F.M. 


Apostle in a Top Hat, James P. Derun, 
* Hanover House, $3.95. 
) Frederic Ozanam is the Apostle in the 
‘top hat. He is one of the most brilliant 
Catholics of France who gave up a promis- 
ing law practice to take over a teaching 
job at the Sorbonne where he could meet 
the opposition to the Church head on. His 
‘interest in the poor is well known in the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society that he 
/founded. The inner struggle of the man 
to find his niche in life is not so well known. 
'His was not alwavs an easy life. This con- 
jflict has lent itself admirably to the novel- 
‘ized biography. Though the format is that 
sof a novel, the book is nevertheless an ac- 
curate biography of a highly interesting 
jperson who has definitely influenced the 
‘trend of human events. . 
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Immigrant Saint, Pietro Di Donato, Mc- 

Graw-Hill, $4.95. 

America’s first saint, Mother Cabrini is 
the subject of this biography. A great deal 
is already known about her love of the 
poor, her tireless work among the needy, 
her ingenuity in raising funds for her vast 
charitable projects. The schools, the or- 
phanages and hospitals she founded stand 
as a lasting monument to her inimitable 
genius. The stature of her genuine spiritu- 
ality began to reveal itself early in life. 
As a young woman she was tried in the 
crucible of grave misunderstanding and 
serious abuse. Providence was preparing 
her for anxiety and heartaches she was to 
meet with in the discharge of her divinely 
inspired work. So well equipped was she 
that even when age and illness sapped her 
strength she still drove on until December 
22, 1917—as she was preparing a Christ- 
mas treat for her children—when God saw 
fit to call his faithful servant to her reward. 
The story is told in great detail and with 
a tender insight into the marvelous charac- 
ter of this gifted soul. . 


Let’s Take the Hard Road, John Cross, 

Cross Publication, $3.95. 

For years John Cross has been an advo- 
cate of developing the body in order to 
develop the soul. He strives to discipline 
the mind and soul by disciplining the body. 
In principle he is following the formula of 
ascetics, but with a new wrinkle. He is ap- 
pealing to boys especially in the seventh 
and eighth grades in terms that center 
around their prime interest (at that age) 
—the development of their bodies. The 
chapters are manly talks to manly boys. The 
author deftly leads his youthful readers to 
an appreciation of the finer ideals. He 
motivates them strongly and we feel a book 
like this beside the books on bicep builders, 
chest expanders, weight lifting, wrestling 
and boxing will be a potent inspiration. ¢ 
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FACE 


to the 


by John Francis Motte O.F.M. 


AS Tuirp Orver brings us a new 
spirit, that is, a new spirituality. This 
spirituality is the soul of the new rule, 
the putting into action of the promises 
made at profession. The whole field 
of this spirituality cannot be dealt with 
adequately in this small book. To ac- 
quire this spirt is the task, not of a 
short period of noviceship, but of a 
whole lifetime. We shall, however, try 
to touch on its most important char- 
acteristics. 


It should be said at once that 
Franciscan spirituality is not the spir- 
ituality of the beginner, nor of the 
Cenacle, nor a piety which concerns 
itself with trivialities. It can be truly 
described as Franciscan, for it belongs 
in a special way to St. Francis. If, in 
certain aspects, it differs from other 
rules for the spiritual life, it is none 
the less truly Christian. 


Certain people insist that, not only 
are the saints not necessary in the 
spiritual world, but that devotion to 
the saints, far from being a help, ob- 
scures the true features of Jesus. This 
is a contradiction of the Church’s view 
of the role played by the saints and 
therefore we must reject it. A Cath- 
olic who does not belong to a partic- 
ular school of spirituality is just as 


*Face to the World ($1.75) is published by 
Franciscan Herald Press, Chicago 9, Ill. 
September selection of Franciscan Book 


Club. 
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rare as a man without a country. To 
ignore this fact changes nothing. In 
fact, the Church has always considered 
Franciscan spirituality as one of the : 
most solid foundations for a_ truly » 
Christian. life. y 

The rule, examined in the light of ° 
Franciscan spirituality, is not so much | 
a series of regulations as an interpre- - 
tation of the law of the Gospel 
(Auspicato). 

In his encyclical Humanum Genus, ; 
Leo XIII wrote: “The whole aim of | 
the Third Order is to attract men to © 
the love of Jesus Christ, of the Church, 


and to practice of the Christian } 
virtues.” 


The "Habit'' of Penance | 


In the following words from his ¢ 
encyclical Rite Expiatis, the Holy Fa- + 
ther Pius XI was addressing the ¢ 
bishops of the entire Catholic world: ] 

“We address you, Venerable Broth- + 
ers, as the messengers and interpreters ! 
of Our words . . . to revive in the pub- « 
lic the spirit of St. Francis, which after j) 
all is in every way identical with the: 
spirit and life of the Gospel.” 

In his book, St. Francis of Assisi>i} 
His Personality and Spirituality, Fa-\ 
ther Gratien O.F.M. Cap., gives us a/ 
masterful treatise on Franciscan spir-) 
ituality. The following is taken from) 
a summary of the book prepared byy} 
the author himself : | 


“The aim of the special spirituality; 


‘ 
i 


: 


FORUM 


called Franciscan is to seek to imitate, 
in as perfect a manner as possible, 
Christ who is the center of all creation. 
By this imitation the soul becomes 
identified as closely as possible with 
Christ in thought, feelings, and ac- 
tions. This ideal, extending from the 
most abject poverty to the broadest 
charity, is born of a personal and pas- 
sionate love of Christ Crucified. The 
fountainhead of this love is the con- 
stant contemplation of Christ on the 
Cross . . . Love of God is not only the 
zenith of the spirituality of St. Francis, 
it is the beginning, the carrying 
through, and the final accomplish- 
ment. It is the fruit, the reward of 
victory over self, it is above all the 
instrument.” 


“The spiritual life of St. Francis was 
a triumph of love. It is true that it 
was primarily the result of God-given 
grace but there was also the co-opera- 
tion of the saint. Above all else the 
great simplicity of Francis’ spirituality 
stands out. In it we see grace in ac- 
tion. Here we find the type of prayer 
that wins for a soul the grace to seek 
only perfection. Here, the interior life, 
the complicated strategy of the battle 
between sin and virtue is reduced to 
one single operation—the search for 
complete transformation into and in- 
timate union with Christ for one com- 
pelling reason, the love of God. And 
from anyone wishing to learn to love 
God, this spirituality requires but one 
- condition—the humble player of reg- 
‘ ular meditation on the Passion of 
Jesus Christ.” 

Christ filled the life and the heart 
of our Holy Father Francis so that 
| there was little or no room left for the 
great personages of the world, for the 
- leaders of science or art. The Poverel- 
lo was no ignoramus but, like St. Paul, 
he sought nothing other than Christ 
and him crucified. To some of his 
brothers who asked him for guidance 
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on spirituality reading, Francis one 
day presented a little cross, hurriedly 
made of twigs, saying: “Here is spir- 
itual reading for a Franciscan.” Christ 
Crucified is the only book for a Fran- 
ciscan soul. 


‘The soul that has adopted Francis- 
can spirituality does not despise those 
austerities and mortifications which 
strip the soul of self-love and help him 
to make progress in the paths of sanc- 
tity, for nothing that brings a soul 
nearer to God should be neglected. 
But there must be no question of con- 
centrating entirely on one or other 
method, for grace is all-powerful; and 
after all, what is grace but Jesus work- 
ing in the soul? Christ is reached by 
meditation on the sufferings of Christ 
who died for love of love. The Fran- 
ciscan tertiary learns, too, that one day 
Jesus will come to life for him, as 
Christ Crucified did for his father, 
Francis—that Christ will speak to him 
and charge him to “build my house 
which is falling in ruins.” 

The Franciscan soul, in order to 
become like Christ Crucified, must do 
penance for it realizes that “in the 
Cross is our hope.” ‘To those who 
follow the Cross, Christ will appear 
only as the sole means of sanctifica- 
tion, for generous acceptance of the 
Cross leads, after a lifetime of effort, 
to a joyous meeting with Christ. The 
Cross never comes alone; for, how can 
it be separated from Christ who died 
nailed to it? It is not the tertiary who 
helps Jesus to carry his Cross, but 
Christ’s Cross which carries the ter- 
tiary. 


The Spirit of Love 


In the contemplation of Christ who 
loves us and delivered himself for us, 
the Franciscan tertiary finds his 
strength. He takes care not to dissi- 
pate this strength in a thousand dif- 
ferent directions, nor does he spend it 
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exclusively on a single effort to root 
out his predominent fault. He knows 
that such strategy has been tried by 
many souls with little success, and that 
there are many paths to heaven for 
“in my Father’s House there are many 
mansions.” The tertiary who possesses 
the Franciscan spirit prefers to walk 
humbly in the footsteps of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Has not the Master 
called himself the “Way”? The ter- 
tiary filled with love will, therefore, 
find, in him the motivation of his 
every action. Knowing that of himself 
he can do nothing good, his spiritual 
life is simplified. He prays and then 
abandons himself to grace, “as the 
compass in the hands of the traveler.” 

In simplicity of heart, the fervent 
tertiary is convinced that the Lord, 
who has a care for even the humblest 
flower, will not cease to direct him in 
all his ways for his greater honor and 
glory. As the reed before the wind, 
he will be ready to bow before even 
the faintest breeze of the Spirit of 
Love. 


One point in this study deserves 
special consideration, not only for the 
importance attributed to it by St. 
Francis, but also to counter the mis- 
interpretations of those who fail to 
understand even the rudiments of 
Franciscan spirituality. Father Gra- 
tien, hoping to undo, or at least to 
mitigate, the harm done by the 
mockers and caricaturists writes of the 
true features of Franciscan poverty as 
follows: 

“Franciscan poverty can be called 
seraphic poverty. It is based on love 
and its fruit is love. This poverty must 
not be confused with that critical atti- 
tude toward, or bitter revolt against, 
society displayed by certain sects. 
Neither should this poverty be mis- 
taken for the beliefs of those fanatics 
who, toward the end of the eighteenth 
century, dared to call themselves the 
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“true disciples of St. Francis”? =| 

The poverty of St. Francis has no : 
basis in philosophy. It is not the tool | 
of a hermit wishing to rid himself of | 
worldly cares, to liberate himself from 
the slavery of wealth, or to shield him- 
self from its dangerous attractions, nor 
yet is it a device of the Christian 
philanthropist who lives frugally that 
he might have more for works of 
mercy and charity. St. Francis was 
not attracted by asceticism, nor was he : 
seeking religious reform. It was not 
even his wish to be a better apostle, 
and in this his poverty was different 
from that of all other saints. He was 


by no means ignorant of the philos- - 
ophies of others, but they seemed to} 
him only of secondary importance; ; 
they were not the underlying reason 1 
for his poverty. To Francis, other t 
men’s motives for practicing poverty \ 
were simply proofs which confirmed 
that they had understood the sublim- - 
ity of love. : 


“St. Francis loved poverty becatiitd 
Christ loved it. ‘Because Christ was § 
poor for us in this world,’ are the : 
words he used in his second rule of { 
the Friars Minor (Chapter 6). This: 
is the true and only reason for his love : 
of poverty. In his first rule he had: 
already said: ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ, | 
Son of the living and omnipotent God, 
was not ashamed of poverty. He was : 
poor and he lived on alms, as did also: 
his Blessed Mother and the apostles: 
and disciples’ (Chapter 9). He also: 
said that ‘the example of poverty given ’ 
by the Son of God should guide us: 
more than other religious (II Celano, : 
61) and again that ‘poverty is a royal. 
virtue since it shone with such bril-. 
liance in Jesus, our King and in Mary, 
our Queen’ (II Celano, 55). He ad-| 
opted the virtue of poverty because it! 
had been the constant companion of| 
the Son of God, rejected by men. He} 
regarded it as the ‘lady’ of whom he} 


> 


was the knight-cavalier. He consid- 
ered it a virtue which brings us into 
closer friendship with Christ (II Ce- 
lano, 200), as the ‘way of perfection, 
the fountain of eternal riches’ (II Ce- 
lano, 55), the ‘foundation on which he 
builds his Order, so that the solidity 
or fragility of this foundation is an 
indication of the soundness or the 
decay of the whole building’ (Legenda 
maj., chap. 6, par. 2). He made it 
(poverty) the insignia of his house.” 

In Paul Claudel’s Annunciation, the 
dialogue of Violaine and Jacques 
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Hury may help the reader to a better 
understanding of the place of poverty 
in Franciscan spirituality. Violaine, a 
leper, addresses her fiance, who knows 
nothing of the disease that afflicts her. 
She implored him to leave her and be 
content with having won her, heart 
and soul. Jacques, not understanding 
this extraordinary language, is 
amazed. He wants his fiance at his 
side. It is not enough to be assured 
that she loves him, and he cries out: 
“How could one love and not want 


the one loved.” 


ee] 
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Third Order Emblem 


Gree Ceramic 


ST. CLARE 
PATRONESS OF TV 


This St. Clare ceramic in 
chaste white matte finish 
with a touch of Franciscan 
brown will be sent to you 
FREE for every THREE NEW 
SUBSCRIPTIONS to the 
FRANCISCAN HERALD and 
FORUM at $2.00 per subscrip- 
tion. 

This original ceramic de- : 
signed by a Franciscan 
Father will enhance the R& 
beauty of your home. It will Xss | 
blend beautifully with any 


style of television. The cer- These press on appliques are black : 
amic is about five inches and white and come in two sizes as | 
high. pictured here. They can be applied | 
When submitting the to any fabric simply by ironing ; 
he : 
THREE NEW SUBSCRIP- ‘They x 


4 vaerst They come packed in cellophane » 
TIONS please indicate clear- bags ready for use. Each pack con- ’ 
ly to whom the ceramic isto tains 10 large and 15 small ap-: 
be sent. pliques. Price $1.00 per pack. | 


Send subscriptions to: AMBROSE ART | 


‘ 
FRANCISCAN HERALD and FORUM 9353 S. Mobile St. | 
1434 West 5lst Street Chicago 9, Illinois Chicago, Illinois | 
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NEWSLETTER 


ontinued from page 354) 


the gradual improvement in the receipts in the last five years, and the 
hope that this would continue. The Reverend Commissaries were asked 
to remind their directors and officers that all per capita offerings, pro- 
vincial and federal, are a fraternity responsibility and not merely an 
individual tertiary obligation. 


Spanish Speaking Tertiaries 

In view of the sudden increase in Spanish speaking tertiaries and their 
desire to help their own people, it was the majority decision that the 
tertiary Central Office make tertiary Spanish material available and 
act as a Clearing house for information in this field, and that directors 
and tertiaries be exhorted to work in this apostolate. 


Our Hour of St. Francis Television Program 

Some two hundred sixty-five fraternities in the various provinces have 
cooperated thus far in our television program, and they have con- 
tributed $72,063.68. Great satisfaction was expressed in this accom- 
plishment. There is still the task of reaching the other fraternities. 
The Reverend Commissaries were requested to support the regional 
television chairman by sending a letter under their signature to their 
respective fraternities asking cooperation for the television campaign 
where no action as yet has been taken. 

Six programs have been completed and are ready to be released to 
television stations in November. The plan calls for twenty-five tele- 
vision stations to inaugurate our program in November (fifteen are 
already signed) ; fifty television stations will carry the Christmas pro- 
gram; and twenty-five of these (those starting with the Christmas pro- 
gram) will show the other five programs in the first weeks of the 
new year. 

Copies of the completed programs can be purchased by fraternities 
from the Hour of St. Francis office. These may be shown locally even 
before they appear on television stations. Please write to the Hour 
of St. Francis office, 218 E. 12th Street, Los Angeles 15, California for 
particulars. 


Our Hour of St. Francis Radio Program 

It was agreed to continue our radio program mainly through the use 
of repeat programs. The income on this apostolate has been consistent, 
due to the provinces which have continually cooperated. Plans are also 
being considered to translate these programs into Spanish in prepara- 
tion for release over stations in North and South America serving 
Spanish peoples. 


Our Tertiary Youth Programs 

It was agreed that we continue our mid-western college tertiary week- 
end institute and also the summer tertiary youth congress. Tertiaries 
from twenty-one colleges have been participating in this annual spring 
institute. The next institute is scheduled for St. Francis College in 
Joliet, Illinois, April 14, 15, 16, and the theme is “The Third Order 
Apostolate.” Among the subjects discussed will be “Catholic Leader- 
ship, Apostolate on Campus, Franciscan Tradition of Loyalty to the 
Pope”. Any college fraternity wishing to participate in the Convention 
should contact Ann Nelle Schwind, at College of St. Francis, Joliet, 
Illinois, for details. e 
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Efforts are being made to secure Seton Hall University in Newarl 
New Jersey as the location for the next tertiary youth congress. Th 
program will again include metropolitan, college and high school te: 
tiaries, and also special sessions for seminarians and aspirants, T 
Reverend Commissaries were urged to encourage full participation 
the part of their youth fraternities and the clerics in their seminarie 
Last summer was the first time clerics of all four jurisdictions pa 
ticipated. 

St. Francis Peace Award and Tertiary Achievement Award 

It was the unanimous vote of the assembly that each year the tertiary 
Central Office mail a questionnaire to the Reverend Commissari¢ 
relative to the St. Francis Peace Award and the Tertiary Achievemer 
Award indicating the reasons for the awards, requesting names ¢ 


suitable recipients and the reasons for these selections. 


Meeting with the Very Reverend Provincials | 
This was the first time the Very Reverend Provincials attended a se 
sion of our joint annual meeting. Five provincials participated an 
six others designated a special representative. Seven others expresse 
deep regret in not being able to attend. 

a) It was the unanimous opinion that no effort be made to secuy 
an appointment of a Friar in each diocese as the official repr: 
sentative of the four obediences of the Third Order in each dil 
cese, as it was felt the disadvantages might outweigh the advai 
tages to be gained. 

b) The preparatory seminary tertiary program and the instructia 
of the clerics in Third Order work were thoroughly discussed 
It was with the unanimous decision of all that it was agreed th} 
a special course on the Third Order be developed for the ff 
year theologians. The Very Reverend Provincials promised the: 
full support in introducing such a recognized course in the fifi 
year theology program. : 

c) The value of long term Reverend Commissaries was consideret 
and also the services of duly qualified Third Order directors. TH 
importance of the Third Order in the Franciscan Apostolate wi 
fully recognized and the Very Reverend Provincials gave com 
plete assurance of their deep concern in selecting suitable dire? 
tors. At the sarre time, stress was placed on the importance } 
the tra‘n‘ng of fraternity officers where the need of a direct) 
could not be met. 

d) The revision of the federated constitution of the Third Orde 
according to the Third Order General Constitution was reviewe‘ 
The future position of the four friars on the Executive Boaw 
as federal commissar‘es was of particular interest. It was emph 
sized that this chanze would amount to more contact with tli 
provinces but not necessarily be any jurisdictional advantag 
The Very Reverend Provincials approved the work of revisi« 
on the federal constitution to date and encouraged its comp 
tion by the time of our next federated province convress in Detro\ 

e) The Very Reverend Prov‘ncial- were gratified with the progr 
the tertiaries had demonstrated in supporting the Hour of £ 
Francis television program. They heartily seconded the detern 
nation of the Reverend Commissaries to enlist the aid of j 
fraternities which had not as yet participated in the televisi« 
campaign. They also stated that they themselves were willing / 
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see the First Order and Third Order Regular provinces contribute 
towards the television apostolate. 


18. Peace Medal Award to John Edgar Hoover 

The annual St. Francis Peace Medal Award for 1960 was presented. to 
John Edgar Hoover, director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, for 
the continuous effort he has made to promote social peace by insisting 
in numerous articles on the basis for such peace in the Commandments 
of God and in family love and discipline. Though he could not be 
present to receive the award, Mr. Hoover wrote to Fr. Philip Marquard 
O.F.M., Executive Secretary of the Federated Provinces: 

wl have received the St. Francis Peace Medal, which was accepted 

in my behalf by Special Agent in Charge Julius M. Lopez, Jr. 

“I want to take this opportunity to again express my personal thanks 


| 
j 
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: 
A. Directive and Ascetical Matter 
+ 1. Epitorrats: Mark Hegener O.F.M.: 
ur Sales Points (Re: T.O.) 3, Double- 
Barrelled Program 35. Now Is the Hour 
‘T.V. Program) 67, Significant Events 99, 
“Yhanging a Climate (Good example) 131, 
A Tertiary Priest (Msgr. Walde) 163, Our 
‘Jorporate Image 195, Nature Is God’s Art 
227, Tertiaries Rightful Autonomy 259, In- 
‘ernational T.O. Congress 291, A Revolu- 
tion Needed, 323, Franciscan Christmas, 
Dec., European Impressions, Dec. 

. 2. Guweunes To Gop: Albert J. 
Nimeth O.F.M.: Love of Neighbor 9, 
{deals 49, Saints Our Model 85, Enthu- 
hiam 113, Grace and Nature 142, Joy 
169, Real Happiness 203, Sources of Joy 
235, Good Deeds 272, Needless Worry 305, 
Present Moment 333, Providence, Dec. 
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for this honor which the Third Order of St. Francis in North America 
has paid me. You may be assured my associates share my apprecia- 
tion since this award was made possible through their service and 
devotion to duty. I hope you will convey my sentiments to the mem- 
bers of your Order for their very kind thoughtfulness.” 


Sincerely yours, 


/s/ John Edgar Hoover 


GENERAL INDEX 
Year 1960—Volume XX XIX 


3. CONFERENCES ON TERTIARY LIFE: 
Philip Marquard O.F.M.: What Manner 
of Man, 14, Your Gospel Life 50, Heralds 
of Charity of Christ 82, Poverty’s Strength 
114, Close to Christ 177, The Greatest 
Sacrifice 214, Go West, Young Man 242, 
I Have Chosen You 273, Spiritual Power 
306, Mental Prayer 334, Liturgy, Dec. 

4. FranciscaAN AscetTicism: John F. 
Faddish O.F.M.: Thirst for Heroism 6, 
Franciscan Prayer-Life 40, Foundation 
Upon Rock 73, Pilgrims and Strangers 101, 
Steeped in Humility 152, Champions of 
Liberty 174, Walking in Obedience 199, 
Work Is Worship 232, Joyful Troubadours 
276, Simple Simons 298, Holy Mother 
Church 337, Peace, Dec. 

5. FranoiscAN Ho.iness: Xavier Car- 
roll O.F.M.: Charles de Foucauld 61, 
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Marius. Genin 88, Joseph Declerq 119, 
Dietrich von Hildebrand 165, Marguerite 
Paradis 248. 

6. Lire oF St. Francis: Col. W. Boss: 


- 16, 54, 86, 124, 155, 184, 217, 251, 280, 


310, 344, Dec. 
“7. Meruops oF Procrepure: Mark 
Hegener O.F.M.: Postulancy 10, Recep- 


tion of Novices 46, Profession rah Rein- 


stated & Transferred Members 104, 
Monthly Meeting 148, Keeping Minutes 


173, Election of Officers 207, Annual Visi- 


tation 246. 

8. TerTiAry Lire anp Action: How to 
Handle Absentees, Lillian Katelic 47, 
Spiritual Reading 57, Be An Apostle of 
Franciscan Literature 69, Dig A Little 


Deeper, Rose Mazan 92, Why I Am A 


Member 105, Secret of Holiness, Bruce 
Ignatowski O.F.M. Cap. 108, Promoting 
Your Order, Maximus Poppy O.F.M. 117, 
Ave Regina Minorum, Peggy Loftus 138, 
Sunday, the Lord’s Day, Marie Layne 143, 
What Are You Afraid Of, Florence Wedge 
144, Spirit of Third Order, Dietrich von 
Hildebrand 167, Zealots and the Zealous, 
Hermes Kreilkamp 170, Suffering and Lit- 
erature, John McAleer 204, St. Bonaven- 
ture and Franciscan Spirituality, Donald 
Oberle 208, Inter-Provincial Activities, 
Philip Marquard O.F.M. 230, St. Clare, 
Evarist Bertrand O.F.M. Cap. 236, Stop 
Hurrying, Florence Wedge 262, Tertiary’s 
Role as Administrator, William Hartz 265, 
Duties of Provincial Treasurer, William 
Corcoran 269, Save Them Through 
Obedience, Hermes Kreilkamp O.F.M. 
Cap. 283, Duns Scotus and Spirituality of 
St. Francis, Charles Gelven 302, St. Fran- 
cis, Charles Gelven 302, St. Francis and 
Our Times, Bruce Ignatowski O.F.M. 
Cap. 312, Principles of Franciscan Spir- 
ituality, Philibert Ramstetter O.F.M. 325, 
Senior Service, George Cummings 344, 
Inscape and Franciscan Joy, Clothilde 
Aline 347. 


B. Matters of Fact and Record 

1. ConstTiITUTION COMMENTARY: 12, 
44, 78, 121, 149, 180, 213, 245, 285. 

ZMNEWSEETTER: = 11, 33;, 69.0976 4129) 
Financial Report 161, 193, Third Order 
Institute 225, 257, Youth Congress 289. 

3. Franciscans: St. Francis of Assisi— 
Documents 18, Thomas of Celano 22, 
Valentin Breton 24, St. Pius X and Por- 
tiuncula, Fr. John Buckley, Dec. 
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4. SMALLER Irems: Papal Docum 
Received by Francis 29, Fr. Francis Cha 
30, Joseph Miyares 31, Pope John XX 
on Franciscan Retiro 62, Colman Cali 
O.F.M. 95, Ferdinand ‘Antonelli O.F 
94, Joseph "de la Roche D’Aillon 954 
mede Falconio O.F.M. 95, Paschal Ro 
son O.F.M. 96, Paschal Baylon 96, Tho 
Celano 190, Rev. Vincent Belle 191, 
Georgio Chiappero O.F.M. 191, St. Ber 
dine of Siena 221, 350, Efrem Long 
O.F.M. 222, Agnellus Andrew OF 
222, Bernard de Buenne O.F.M. 2258 
ques Chiocco 254, Basil Heiser OF 
Conv. 287, Fidelis Smith O.F.M. 3 
Joseph Druetto O.F.M. 349, oe 
Tree. Dec. 

C. Books Reviewed 

Anderson Father Baker 315. a | 
The Rascal and the Pilgrim 250 

Brook, Early Franciscan Government ' 
Burden, God Is My Life, 282, Burgha 
and Lynch, Idea of Catholicism 219, | 

Cross, Let’s Take the Hard Road, D] 

Derum, Apostle in a Top Hat, Dec., | 
Donato, Immigrant Saint, Dec., Dunpn 
Christmas Every Christmas 346. 

Gardiner, In All Conscience 27, Gax 
ner, Norms for the Novel 123, Gears 
Our Lady for Boys and Girls 158, Gils: 
Elements of Christian Philosophy 346 

Habig, Franciscans 123, Hagmaier: 
Gleason, Counselling the Catholic 60, HI 
spiel, Spiritual Highlights for Sisters 1 
Hahanoe, One Fold 27. Haun, Rik 
Living 158. 

Kann, I Found Francis in Assisi, Kerw 
Catholic Viewpont on Church and 8# 
282, Knox, Retreat for Beginners, Dec: 

Leising, Artic Wings 60. 

Madden, Life of Christ 250, Maryar 
With Love and Laughter 158, McCanm 
Angels in Hells Kitchen 60, Motte, F- 
to the World 282, Murphy, General Co: 
cils of the Church 158. 

Nevin, Away to East Africa 27, Nima 
You Can Be A Leader (P) 250. 

Robeck, Vico Necchi 183. 

Schentzinger, German Controversy on: 
Augustine’s Theory 250. 

Unger, Writers in Roman Collars 9! 

Weigel, An American Dialogue 2 
Wenzier, The Eucharistic Banquet 2 
Wolter, Voice of Young Father 60. 

Young, Daily Meditations for Se 
narians 346. 
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CALENDAR OF PLENARY 
INDULGENCES 
DECEMBER 


All Souls of the Order—Fran. (See 
BOct. 5, Nov. 3, Dec. 2.) 


All Souls of the Order—T.O.R. 


tTImmaculate Conception, patron of All 
# Franciscans.—G.A. and P.I. 


Bl. Delphine V. 3 
) (Fran. Sept. 


Or.—Cap. & T.O.R. 
26, Conv. Nov. 27.) 


‘The first day of Christmas Novena. 
| The last day of the Christmas Novena. 
?Christmas. G.A. and Station Ind. 


@Obituaries 


rothers Julius Tracey and Pius Werner 
M. (5), Sr. Genevieve Wierzewicz 
rguson), Sr. Leonora Bauer, Sr. Kostka 
eckstein, Sr. Ansovina Staffa (Wheat- 
+ Sr. Henrietta Holdgrafer (Dubuque) ; 
Prima Tretter (Dubuque); Sr. Egidia 
shtok (Rochester); Sr. Mathea Solan- 
(Joliet). 


altimore: Anna Radej—Chicago: Mary 
er, Gertrude Kavenagh, John Keane, 
an McKeown, Harriet Smith, Frank 
got, John Sheridan, Nellie Walsh, Mary 
oney, Anna Janosik, Mary Rzeczkow- 
Rose Geins, Mary Ahern, Lucy Quail, 
m Mee, Rose Ann McCann, Geneva 
thner, Rose Janish, Rose Meckel—De- 
t: Mary McKeever, Murtine Riell, Mag- 
ne Huhn, Phyllis Cooper — Framing- 
1: Lucien Roulon, Anne Marie Cash- 
1, Madeline Carey, Maude Pitts—Mas- 
m, Ohio: Clifford Greenfelder, Emma 
le-—Louisville: Hedwig Ochsner—Los 
seles: Catherine Dietsch, James Fen- 
_Sigisbert Kaelin, Jeanie Graves, Ber- 
Pelchat, Mary McElligott — Milwau- 
: Anton "Meyer—Paterson: Anne Evers 
ittsburgh: Barbara Hack, Frank Gro- 
—St. Bernard: Rose Burge—St. Louis: 
get Kennedy, Rose Bielicke, Nicholas 
zel, Anna Kraemer, Mamie McAllister 
Staten Island: William P. Hegarty — 
inipeg: Herbert Cottingham, Marie 
ridan—Daytona Beach: John Dozios. 
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DAILY GUIDE FOR FRANCISCANS 
Printed in full-color 


Franciscan Art Calendar 
Beautiful calendar with days of 
Plenary Indulgence and General 
Absolution for tertiaries. 45€ each. 
Quantity prices. CHRISTMAS 
CARDS with same calendar picture. 
$5.50 per 100 with envelopes. 
CHRISTMAS LETTERHEADS — 
$2.00 per 100. 
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A NEW GUIDEBOOK 


“Managing Your Third Order Fraternity”) 
64-page storehouse of vitally needed inf¥ 
tion for the Third Order officer and dire 


Here are just a few of the many topics de« 
in the eighteen chapters with scores of ill 


Establishing a Fraternity * Maintainin,(’ 
Records * Processing an Application * Posté 
and Novice Instruction * Using the Centra! 
fice * The Monthly Meeting * Council andd 
tions * The Common Fund * Local Code * 
ct ewe OF bership Status ¢ Publicity * The Sick and 
ceased * Annual Visitation * Finances | 
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